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treaty of mutual military assistance with France. Simultaneously she
concluded a similar treaty with Czechoslovakia. In August, 1937, she
signed a non-aggression pact with China. Even after Munich Litvinov
pleaded, indeed clamoured, for a six-power military alliance, so as to present
a united military front against Hitler's aggressiveness.

Only when the war broke out and she saw herself menaced by Germany
did Russia act to fortify her borders by moving into eastern Poland and the
Baltic states and obtaining through war territorial concessions from
Finland and Rumania. Denunciations of imperialism did not halt her from
occupying borderlands which she had excellent reason to believe Germany
was already scheming to use as springboards for an invasion. Had not
Germany started the war there is no reason to believe that Russia would
have embarked on these military manoeuvres.

At the end of the war, whatever else Russia may or may not want, she
will insist on the kind of territorial and political security which will give her
the protection she feels she must have against possible invasion in the
future. It is safe to assume that in the pursuit of this end she will not be
baulked by denunciations in foreign countries.

Let it be noted that since the coining of the Soviets Russian thought and
action have been motivated by fear of outside attack more than by any other
consideration. It is the dread spectre that haunted alike and in equal
measure Lenin, Trotsky, and Stalin. " Capitalist encirclement and the
dangers it entails to socialist society," to use Stalin's expression, has been the
challenging refrain of all Soviet oratory, all Soviet diplomacy, and all
Soviet internal policy, including the speed and the ruthlessness with which
the Plans have been executed. Russia will therefore seek such protection
of her frontiers as will rid her of the fear of hostile border states and make
her feel territorially secure from attack or in a favourable position to meet it.

We may also be certain that she will oppose any political alignment or
coalition in Europe which she will regard as a possible coalition against her.
The very word coalition rouses deep emotion in Russia for it brings up
the memory of Clemenceau's cordon sanitaire in the early years of Sovietism
and the presence on Soviet territory of French, Italian, British, American and
other foreign troops that sought the overthrow of the Soviets.

Will Russia's insistence on this territorial and political security bring her
into such severe conflict with America and England that there will follow a
rupture of relations and an outbreak of hostilities ? In the answer to this
question we must search at least in part for the answers to the queries which
people in America are asking," Wul we have to fight Russia ? " and which
people in Russia are asking: " Will we have to face another cordon saaitaire
and go to war with the capitalist world ? " If the Russian question sounds
absurd to Americans the American question sounds no less fantasticwto
Russians, who, because of the millions of their dead alone, dread a
needless prolongation of the present war and the very mention of a third
world war far more deeply than do the people of England and America.

This question becomes all the more complex because of what Germany
has done to occupied Europe. She has blanketed it with ruin, degradation
and wrath. The middle classes and the intelligentsia, who in the pre-war
days were the bulwark of the status quo and therefore the chief fortress
against revolution, have been largely stripped of the two values that count